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          Mr. President, High Commissioner, 

Italy aligns itself with the European Union’s statement and thanks all speakers 

for their contributions. 

It is with deep concern that we observe the ongoing escalation of the conflict in 

the eastern provinces of Democratic Republic of the Congo. This situation has 

worsened due to the renewed attacks by the M23 group, supported by the Rwandan 
Armed Forces. This escalation disrupts efforts led by African nations to achieve a 

peaceful resolution to the conflict. Italy reiterates its full support for the Luanda and 

Nairobi peace regional processes. 

Italy strongly condemns the offensive of the M23 supported by Rwanda and the 

presence of Rwandan Armed Forces in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, which 

is a breach of international law, the United Nations Charter, and the DRC's territorial 
integrity. We also persistently urge the DRC to stop collaborating with the FDLR and 

other armed factions. 

We are appalled by the disturbing allegations of the serious human rights and 

international humanitarian law violations and abuses taking place in the country, 
including cases of summary executions, conflict related sexual violence and mass 

rapes, forced conscriptions and forced labor. We call upon all parties to immediately 

cease all violations and abuses and to uphold their obligations to protect civilians in all 
circumstances, with particular attention to the most vulnerable, including women and 

children. 

In conclusion, Italy reiterates its commitment to ensuring accountability and 

promoting peace and justice.  

I thank you. 


